
EFFECTIVE WAYS 
OF STUDYING

BEFORE EXAMS

Make a list of 3 careers you are

interested in and the necessary

training or education 

Make a list of 5 colleges you're

interested in with their deadlines 

Review your transcript and class

schedule with your counselor to

ensure you are on track to graduate

and apply to college.  

Create a professional email

Set privacy settings on social media

accounts. 

Explore financial aid and scholarships

and make a list of deadline and

required supplemental documents. 

Sign up for the SAT/ACT

Fill out and submit any 

lingering  applications. 

Connect with alumni from your

 high school 

Create an OSAC profile and begin filling

out the application information using

your list of activities 

and accomplishments.  

DECEMBER & JANUARY

Get a check up. Colleges require certain

immunizations before enrolling. 

The Student Aid Report is a summary of

what you filled out on the FAFSA - make

sure that all of the information is

correct. 

FEBRUARY

Complete the FAFSA if you haven’t
done so already! & The Early Bird

Deadline for OSAC is mid-February;
final deadline is March 1. 

 COLLEGE APPLICATION

TIMELINE 

F O R  H I G H  S C H O O L  S E N I O R S

Make a list of all your involvements 

 and awards

Make a sample résumé.  

Practice writing college and

scholarship essays. 

Complete the FAFSA or ORSAA. Be

sure to enter the names of any college

you might apply to. 

OCTOBER

Visit colleges and attend college
fairs, preview days if possible, or

find student reviews online.  

You are undocumented or  in
foster care, homeless, a teen
parent and/or have a disability
interested in the arts, military
or playing sports in college 

Talk to a trusted adult and explore
specific resources and support
services if you have a special
circumstance such as: 

  

If you are male, you must register
with Selective Service within 30
days of your 18th birthday to be 
 eligible for federal financial aid.

Finalize your list of colleges – Always

have a backup plan!    

Apply! Fill out and submit applications

for college, job training or other post-

high school plans. 

Ask your counselor if you qualify for a

fee deferral or waiver 

Make sure that your high school

transcript, test scores, letters of

recommendation and other materials

are sent to colleges

NOVEMBER

SEPTEMBER 



Look out for decision letters.  

Compare financial aid award letters. Go

over these carefully and ask an adult if

you have questions.   

Decision time! Think carefully and

critically about the pros and cons for

each school.  Many colleges require a

confirmation & initial deposit on May 1.  

APRIL

Study for and take tests- AP exams

and placement tests   

Fill out forms that your future college

sends you (e.g. housing and meal plan,

loan paperwork, etc. )

Show your appreciation by sending

thank you notes to those who have

supported you in getting to college!  

Preparefor the transition to college: 

Create a reasonable budget and a

way to track your expenses.

Explore who’s available to help you

on college campuses.  

Make a packing and/or supply list.  

Know what to expect from college

classes.

MAY

Send final transcripts and scores.

AP scores will be available online in July; 

Get organized:  

Ensure you have health insurance

Determine your banking and

financial needs – set up a checking

account at a bank or credit union

near campus,  and learn more about

student loans and credit cards

before applying. 

Living on campus? Connect with your

roommate to coordinate supplies.

Attend orientation. Register for classes

SUMMER

Colleges (and scholarship

applications) look at second semester

grades – so no slacking!

Stay involved with extracurriculars and

take advantage of internships, job

shadowing experiences, etc. 

Financial aid awards are based on your

and your parents tax information from

previous years, so be sure to file on

time (before April 15) .

MARCH

Check your email regularly—
this will be the main way

colleges contact you

Adapted from Oregon Goes to College Preparation Checklists  

Good Luck!


